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~ Rubber associations have
~ decried the move to bring
~ branded natural rubber
 exporis under the mar-
~ Eetlinked focus product
. scheme {‘LﬂﬂS} of the
. commerce mmistry and
 the traders have sought
 duty-free Import of natur-
- 2l rubber citing industry
. shortage

 was Inciuded as the 147th

- Ttem In the MLF¥FPS

- scheme that provides an
export incentive of 2 per
- cent for products.

. “"Even as there is a
. deficit in, the domestic

requlrement for natural
rubber (NR), how can the

government allow
exports,” asks Vinod
Simon, president of all
India rubber industries
association (AIRIA). |
The net deficit of NR in
the country, as per rub-
ber board estimates, is
75,000 tonnes for this year
against the total avail-
ability of 2.4 lakh tonnes.
“As per industrv esti-
mates, available rubber
s about 19 lakh tonnes
and the deficit i1s around
1.1 lakh tonnes. Hence,
procuring raw material
through

duty-free
Imports are a must.” he
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