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Govt set to finalise curbs
on non-essential imports
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NEW DELHI: India is set to finalise
stricter quality standards for 371
items by March, a move prima-
rily aimed at curbing imports of
non-essentialitemssuchastoys,
plastic goods, sports items and
furniture, especially from China.

The proposed rules, to be
framed by ministries in coordina-
tion with the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS), willalsoensure
stricter inspection of imports.

While the new rules, spear-
headed by trade minister Piyush
Goyal, are aimed at curbing
importsfrom Chinaand narrow-
ing the trade deficit with India’s
northern neighbour, the rules
will alsoapply to Indian produc-
erssoastomaketheregulations
World Trade Organization-com-
pliant.

Non-essential imports from
China amount to %4 lakh crorea
year, according to a commerce
ministry estimate.

OnDecember23, Goyal heldan
interministerial meeting of com-
merce, industry, steel, telecom,
heavy industriesand electronics
tochart outa course of action.

Outofthe 371 items, 111 come
under the department of chemi-
cals and petrochemicals, 68 per-
tain to the department of heavy
industries, 62 come under the
ministry ofelectronics and infor-
mation and technology, 61 under
the industry department, 44
under the steel ministry and 25
under the telecom department.

= Trade minister Piyush Goyal.

“Atpresent, thereare370stan-
dards for imports. Goyal wants
BIS, in coordination with other
departments, tocreate5,000 stan-
dards in the second phase,” a
commerce ministry official said
on condition of anonymity.

The official said market sur-
veillance ofimports and checking
compliance was very weak. “BIS
needstodoit. Forthis, BISwillbe
supported to augment its capac-
ity, so that it can also handhold
the Indian domestic industry to
comply with the new quality
standards,” the official added.

Localindustryisoften unable
to meet high standards because
they add to costs, a former BIS
director general said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“They are also unable to com-
petewithcheapimportsfromout-
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side. Unless you prescribe stan-
dards and qualities for products
for the country, then your domes-
tic industry will always suffer
because China will provide youat
whatever cost vou want a prod-
uct,” said the former official.

The benefitof themoveisthat
Indian consumers will get quality
products and since most of the
world is also looking for good
quality products, Indian compa-
nieswill be able tosupply toother
markets, the former official said.

“Cheap imports many times
are also very toxic, such as in
tovs, and not good for domestic
consumers. So, it is a very good
ideatoactually follow standards
and improve quality of your prod-
ucts, both for domestic and for-
eign consumers,” added the
former official.



