" Slowdown in natural
rubber supply seen

Staff Reporter

KOCHI: The Association of Nat-
ural Rubber Producing Coun-
tries (ANRPC) says supply
growth during the current
year will be slower than last
year and will counter a fall in
prices triggered by slackening
demand.

Natural rubber -supply
from ANRPC member-coun-
tries was estimated to grow
by 1.5 per cent this year, a
sharp fall from the previous
year’s growth rate of 8.6 per
cent, said the May bulletin
~ from the association. Cambo-
dia, China, India, Indonesia,
~ Malaysia, Papua New Guinea,
the Philippines, Singapore,
Sr1 Lanka, Thailand and Viet-
nam are the members of the
~ assoclation. These countries
together account for 93 per
, cent of the world supply of
natural rubber and represent
- nearly 60 per cent of the glob-
al demand.

Supplies from the member-
. countiries are expected to to-
. tal 10.47 million tonnes this
year as compared to 10.32
million tonnes in the previ-
ous year.

Figures for the current
year have marginally been re-
vised upwards from the previ-
ous month’s estimate 0f 10.29
million tonnes.
~ The higher supply is ac-

counted for by Thailand,
. whichis reported to have pro-
duced more natural rubber
than was earlier anticipated.
The country was expected to
- produce 3.62 million tonnes
this year and had already pro-

duced 8.96 lakh tonnes in the
first quarter of 2012, said the
report. Indonesia is expected
to produce three million
tonnes against last year’s 3.01
million tonnes, and Malaysia
9.56 lakh tonnes, 10 per cent
less than last year.

Production of natural rub-
ber in India is expected to be
nearly 3 per cent higher than
last year at 9.19 lakh tonnes
but lower than -estimates
made ‘earlier this year. The
ANRPC report, however,
pointed out how production
in India would slow down
during the rainy quarter to
between 60,000 tonnes and
65,000 tonnes a month.

China and India are ex-
pected to see slackening de-
mand while there is likely to
be spurt in demand in Malay-
sia, the report said.
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