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Rubber Producers, Consumers
Lock Horns Over Import Duty

Users say imports not 5|gmf|cant wh|le producers want a ban

Our Bureau

Kochi: Rubber producers and con-
sumers have reached a deadlock over
the issue of import duty on rubber
with over a week to go for the Union
B

While natural rubber users argue
that increase in imports has been just
afraction of theactual drop inoutput,

Imports have a]xeady touched over
3

itisamis-
leadingstatement.

Producers want an immediate ban
on imports and enhancement in duty
0 80%, to which the consumers say
suchademand is withoutany merit.

Rubber producers have been saying
that rising imports is one of t.he rea-
sons for the drop inrubber prices. Au-
tomotive Tyre Manufacturers’ Asso-
ciation (ATMA) director general
Rajiv Budhraja stated that against
contraction in domestic rubber pro-
duction of 100,000 tonne in the 10
months of the current fiscal, the im-
portshave goneupby just5,000tonne.
and hence, there is no question of im-
ports: aﬂectmg domestic pmdumon

Chairman of Association of P]ant
ers of Kerala, C
says it is misleading since during the
last fiscal, an extra 1,52,767 tonne of
rubber was imported
quired2,07,520 tonne.

the re-

year, which ismore
than the requirement. He said in the
past five years, the consuming indus-
try through various channels has
been importing in excess of 100,000
tonne more than their actual con-
sumption. The non-remunerative
and manipulated price in the market
are preventing the growers from tap-
ping, leading to a drop in production,
which isbeingpointed outasareason
for increased imports, according to
the association. Farmers are losing
more thanz30akgat the current price
level, if theyhave tosellakgof rubber:
He said if corrective measures are
not taken, it may force the growers to
move away from rubber cultivation,
adding the small growers have al-
ready started looking for other voca-
tionsforasustainable income.
Mohinder Gupta, president of All
IndiaRubber Industries’ Association,
said the industry should be allowed

@ ONRUBBERUSAGE
Against backdrop of
Make in Indiacampaign,
it (import) isaworri-

~ sometrend

asIndiahas potential
toincrease rubber
manufacturingtoa
large extent

MOHINDER GUPTA
President, All India Rubber Industries’
Association

accessto cheaperraw materialsothat
value-addition takes place in India.
“The natural rubber consumption
has picked up just 3.8% during the
first10months. Against the backdrop,
of Make in India mmpalgn, thisisa
worrisome trend since India has the
potential toincreaserubber manufac-
turingtoalargeextent,” hesaid. Gup-
ta wants the industry to wait for the
outcome of national rubber pohcy
formulation, which is
look atall aspectsof merubbersecmr



