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Rubber Board worried by product1v1ty decline

V SAJEEV KUMAR

Kochi, January 25

Declining rubber productiv-
ity seems to be a cause of

worry not only for stakehold- »-

ers but for the Rubber Board
as well. It is now contemplat-
ing a productivity enhance-
ment campaign in growing
areas across South India.

Christened Campaign 2019,
the Board is in the process of
organising a large scale mass-
contact . programme to in-
crease productivity in rubber
holdings with a long-term
view to ensuring sustained
natural rubber supply and
eliminate the necessity for
imports.

Creating awareness
- Starting February 18, the cam-
paign will focus on creating .
awareness among growers in
critical agro-practices and
scaling up their adoption
level through a holistic ap-
proach. Good Agricultural
Practices (GAP) will be pop-
ularised among growers, say
Board officials.

The present analysis by the
Rubber Research Institute of
India indicates that adoption
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of technological innovations
with cost saving and income
enhancing measures could
make rubber ' cultivation
moderately profitable even
during the prevailing low-
price scenario.

Having invested a lot in de-
velﬂping lantations, it is un-
wise for fp armers to leave rub-
ber untapped because of low
prices, the officials felt.

The need for imports
Of late, that there has been a
widening gap between pro-
duction and consumption,
which is being met by im-
ports.

This has led to ai fall in

prices coupled, with the

lower rates prevailing in the

international markets.

This has forced the major-
ity of growers to leave their
holdings untapped, thereby
affecting domestic
production,

~ According to growers, rub-

ber plantations are now wit-
nessing re-foliation after win-
tering (seasonal leaf fall).
This is a period where the
moisture level in the soil is
low.
Normally, during this
period, growers give tapping
a rest, sometimes for up to
two months. The tapping nor-
mally resumes with pre-mon-

soon showers in the first half
of April. The Board has pro-
posed to conduct group
meetings in all rubber grow-
ing areas in Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, with the
participation of Rubber Pro-
ducers’ Societies (RPSs) up to
March 15. Thereafter, the
package of GAPs will be im-
plemented in holdings hav-
ing demonstration potential.

Output-consumption gap
According to Rajiv Budhraja,
Director General, Automotive
Tyre Manufacturing Associ-
ation (ATMA), the production-
consumption gap in natural
rubber is widenigg in India.

During the ongoing fiscal
year, domestic production
will be able to meet just
about half of industry's de-
mand.

The industry has beén com-
municating with the Rubber
Board on the need to increase
production and productivity.
Recently, an ATMA Study Mis-
sion visited Agartala to hold
parleys with the Tripura Gov-
ernment to increase pro-
ductivity and production of
rubber in the North East.
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