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INDIA'S MONSOON RAINS were 20%
below average in the week ending on
Wednesday, the weather office said, as
summer showers turned patchy over the
central, western and southern parts of the
country,raising concerns over the progress
of crop plantings.

Overall, India has received 16% below
average rain since the monsoon season
beganon June 1.

Monsoon rains are crucial for farm out-
put and economic growth in India, where
about 55% of all arable land is reliant on
rainfall and the farm sector employs nearly
half of the country’s 1.3 billion people.

India typicallyreceives 75% of itsannual
rain from the June-September monsoon as
moisture-laden winds sweep in from the
southwest of the peninsula.

IntheweektoJuly17,soyabean and cot-
ton areas in the central parts of the country
received 68% less than average rainfall,
while rubberand tea areasin southern India
got 71% lower rains, data from the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) showed.

Key sugarcane and groundnut produc-
ing areas in western India also received
below average rains, the IMD data showed.

The IMD defines average, or normal,
rainfallasbetween 96% and 1049% ofa 50-
year average of 89 cm for the entire four-
month season beginning June.

Farmers plant rice, cane, corn, cotton,
soyabean and groundnut — the main win-
ter oilseeds — in the rainy months of June
and July,with harvests from October.

Patchy rains have led to some anxious
sky-watching,evenasfloodsin easternand

Rains 20% below average in
past week, ralsmg Crop worries
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Visitors at Parllament huddle under an umbrella for cover from the showers in

New Delhi on Wednesday

northeastern India have displaced and
killed people.

Atleast 5.8 million people have been dis-
placed and some 30 have died in the past
two weeks in the tea-growing state of
Assam due to the monsoon rains.

Assam and Bihar states have been the
worst-affected parts of India, and floods
have also hit neighbouring Nepal and
Bangladesh.

At least 153 people have been killed in
India, Nepal and Bangladesh. Parts of Pak-
istan have also seen flooding.

Although India is sitting on massive
mounds of staples such as rice, wheat and
sugar, any drop in oilseed production will
pushup imports of expensive vegetable oils.

Indiaimportsabout 60% ofits vegetable
oil needs at an annual cost of up to $10 bil-
lion - its third-biggest import item after
crude oiland gold. —REUTERS
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