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M Industry Demands Duty
Free Import of 2 It Rubber

KOCHI The gap between production
and consumption of natural rubber
- inthe country would shoot up to
1,89,000tonne inthe currentfiscal.
Taking intoaccount this widening gap, the gov-
ernment should allow duty free import of 2
lakh tonne rubber this year, industry spokes-
men said here. Interestingly, the industry's es-
timate of shortfall in productionis at variance
withthat of the Rubber Board. The shortfall in
production compared to consumption, project-
ed by the Rubber Board, is 75,000 tonne for
2011-12.Similarly, the Rubber Board had pro-
jected anincrease in the consumption from
8.62 lakhtonne t0 9.02 lakh tonne. However,
asper the tyreindustry’s estimate the con-
sumption would goupto 10, 80,565 tonne. Au-
tomotive Tyre Manufacturers Association (AT-
MA) director general Rajiv Budhraja said the
production of natural rubber saw a growth of
just 1% inthe last 4 years. However, the con-
sumption of rubber in the country has seena
growth of 15 % during the period. The industry
spokesmen said the Rubber Board should re-
work its data on stocks. “We have taken up this
issue with the Rubber Board and the response
is positive,” said All India Rubber Industries As-
sociation’s (AIRIA) president Vinod T Simon.




