Dunlop alleges labour indiscipline,
suspends operations at Ambattur

Unions say move unjustified, blame management for delay in paying wages

Our Bureau
Chennai, Feb. 22
The management of Dunlop
India Ltd has suspended op-
erations at its Ambattur facto-
ry from Monday night,
alleging indiscipline among
workers and safety concerns
because of workers’ unrest.

According to a copy of the
notice submitted to the BSE,
the company has suspended
operations from the night of
February 21,

However, the workers’
unions - the Dunlop Factory
Employees Union and the
Dunlop Anna Thozhir San-
gam - have described the
move as unjustified and
blamed the management for
delay in paying the wages and
not managing production.

The notice by the manage-
ment says the workers have
been on illegal strike since
February 10 and have intimi-
dated management represen-
tatives. Since February 18 the
management staff has not re-
ported for duty because of
safety concerns.

Despatch of rubber-mixed
compound from the factory to
Falcon Tyres has also been af-
fected.

In astatement to the media,
the c/ompany said it is in dis-
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cussions with the State Gov-
ernment and the company
unions to arrive at a early
resolution.

UNIONS' STAND

According to Mr S. Rama-
chandran, Secretary, DFEU,
the union is filing a response
to the allegations. The man-

agement was entirely respon-
sible for the shut down as it
had not paid the wages for the
month on time. A series of
talks had been held from Feb-
ruary 10 and the workers had
been frustrated with the delay
in payment which was done
on February 18 after pro-
longed neégotiations.

As of now, 497 workers
were employed in the factory
which produces rubber com-
pound mix on job work basis
for Falcon Tyres of Mysore.
The management and the
union are to meet with the
Tamil Nadu Labour Depart-
ment officials on February 27
and the Labour Minister, Mr

S.T. Chellapandian, the next
day, he said.

Representatives of the
Dunlop Anna Thozhir San-
gam said they have also op-
posed the move by the
management and will repre-
sent their case before the La-
bour Department officials and
the State Government.



