‘Kerala rubber
convention can help
showcase technology’

C.J. Punnathara
Kochi, June 15
| The Confederation of Indian
Industry and the Rubber
BO..I'Q organised 2 one-da

devel ﬂp*rg technologies and
ideas related to rubber proc-
| essing. The theme of the con-

ference, held under the
banner of Kerala Rubber
Convention 2011, was “Sus-
tainable rubber manufactur-
ing and processing.”

Inaugurating the session,
Ms Sheela Thomas, Chair-
person of Rubber Board,
Government of India, said,
“Kerala Rubber Convention
will create a platform for
showcasing technology,
ideas and solutions and help
rubber planters and micro,
small and medium industries
as well as regional and na-
tional players to attain eco-
nomic sustainability in their
operations.” The conference
‘was also expected to enhance
technological interventions
and highlight Kerala’s poten-
tial as a promising invest-
ment destination.

India is the fourth-largest
pr\oducer and third-largest

consumer of natural rubber
in the world. Over one mil-
hon people are direetly in-
volved in farming of rubber,
while another six million
people are indirectly associ-
ated with this business.
There are around 4,500
manufacturing units de-
pendent on rubber.

STATE'S ECONOMY BENEFITS
Rubber is seen as key to the
development of Kerala. The
recent rally in rubber prices
is estimated to have contrib-
uted significantly to the 10
per-cent-growth registered
by the State’s economy.
Close to 92 per cent of the
nine lakh tonnes of rubber
produced in India comes
from Kerala.

“Today’s session will en-
hance technological inter-
vention  and  highlight
Kerala’s potential as a prom-
ising mvestment destination.
This will also provide a plat-
form for business meetings
and knowing more about fi-
nancing options,” Mr K.T.
Thomas, Chairman of Kerala
Rubber Convention 2011 and .
Director of Paragon Polymer
Products, said.



